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Kevin Burns
Hilliard, OH
The membership is the heart and 
blood of AHRMA, the fluids of our 
collective engine. Whether we ride 
trials, cross country, motocross, 
flat track, or roadrace, we’re all 
part of the same family and com-
munication is key – establishing 
and maintaining an open dialogue 
around the issues that matter most 
to membership and clearly commu-
nicating the outcomes. 

Members tell me they want (1) an open forum for dialogue, invit-
ing member and trustee participation, (2) clear rules consistently 
enforced so everyone races on a level playing field, and (3) oppor-
tunities that encourage the next generation of racers to join the 
AHRMA family.
Members must be heard. Discussions have to be civil, open and 
available to all. As Trustee I will promote the use of social media 
resources to make this possible. 
We race under a set of rules written to present a fair and level field. 
Rules should be simple to follow, make sense, and above all be fair 
to all. I would use my position to ensure our Handbook makes 
sense and is fair. As Trustee I will work to ensure consistent inter-
pretation of the rules. 
The ongoing vitality of AHRMA depends on our ability to inter-
est and attract new members. It is vital for AHRMA to look for 
opportunities to welcome the next generation of vintage bikes and 
racers. As Trustee I will promote strategies to entice the new gen-
eration of racers and their contribution to AHRMA.

When I was a kid my parents weren’t excited when I talked about 
wanting a motorcycle. I waited until I was on my own. In 1971 
bought a new K1 CB750. That summer, friends were racing the 
first 24-hour endurance race at Nelson Ledges. I went and vol-
unteered to work. The following 13 years I raced – the start of a 
43-year career. In 1996 I built my own racer and in 1997 I joined 
AHRMA – the rest is history. I have never looked back except to 
marvel at the character of this organization many of us call family.

I am now retired from 31 years teaching high school and can de-
vote more time to the sport I love and the organization that makes 
it possible, AHRMA. For this reason, my hat is in the ring for 
Trustee.

What I love about AHRMA is the family created by like-minded 
people who come together in common cause, to race, tell stories, 
or help make sure their fellow competitors are also ready for the 
battle. It is motorcycle racers and racing like nowhere else in 
America. Whether we flat track, or ride cross country, crawl over 
rocks or run 140 on the banking at Daytona, we have brothers 
and sisters ready to share in our stories or help us fix our bikes. 
We volunteer to ready the track, tech machines, or get people set 
up in the pits. We promote AHRMA, and we do it for the love of 
the sport and those who help make it all possible. As your Trustee 
I will work for every member of AHRMA to make sure that each 
rider is given the best opportunity to compete every time they roll 
on the throttle.

Eastern Trustee Candidate Statements
Now it’s time for us to do our most important job – vote – then 
call two friends and remind them to vote and call two more 
friends to vote. If you have questions for me, call or email me at 
614.519.6188 or 68.kburns@gmail.com. 
I’ll be glad to listen and provide what help I can.  ▲

Jerry Grakauskas
Wakeman, OH
I am announcing my candidacy for 
AHRMA Eastern trustee.  I have 
had the honor of serving on the 
Board of Trustees for the last three 
years and I have done my best to put 
the wishes of the membership first 
and foremost. 
Moving forward, the organization 
needs to evolve with the times to 
attract new members. In the last four 
years, we have seen our membership 
numbers decrease by about 25%. We have to try to reverse this 
trend or we will lose the ability to have quality, independent events 
at venues where we want to be. 
I think that there are opportunities to branch out to attract new 
members and I would like to see the Board address these. As an 
example, on the off-road side, there is a need for a National pro-
gram that can host something akin to a “two-stroke champion-
ship”. I sincerely believe that AHRMA, in addition to its vintage 
heritage, could become a premier sanctioning body for just such a 
series, attracting many new members in the process. 

With the final bankruptcy payment having been recently paid, 
we should be in a better financial situation to branch out to try 
new avenues to attract members. From advertising, to more in-
volvement in events such as “mods and rockers”, we need to get 
the word out. Being a volunteer-based organization, we need to 
recruit more and younger volunteers before our aging members 
(and current crop of volunteers) are worn out from being asked to 
do too much. Basically, the organization needs some new blood if 
it is to grow or even to maintain. I hope to offer ideas to help move 
us in that direction while maintaining our heritage of “fun on old 
machines”.   
In addition, I plan on continuing my fiduciary responsibilities on 
the Board by asking pertinent questions to help hold the line on 
expenses. I would also like to see that AHRMA’s finances become 
more transparent to the membership as a whole. 

I have been heavily involved for decades in promoting responsible 
motorcycling events. I will continue to volunteer my time and 
efforts to holding off-road events for AHRMA’s behalf as well as 
devoting significant time in my duties as an AHRMA Trustee, 
including helping out in AHRMA’s other disciplines that I am not 
personally participating in. I will strive to continue being a good 
ambassador for AHRMA competition. 
I take great pride in trying to make INFORMED decisions, no 
matter the discipline of AHRMA, by LISTENING to the mem-
bership. I hope to continue the pattern of personal contact that I 
have come to enjoy with many members of our great organization. 
I ask for your vote in this endeavor. ▲
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Mark Hatten
Delaware, OH
As I complete my third term as AHR-
MA Trustee, I look back with a certain 
amount of pride at how far our organi-
zation has come in the past nine years. 
When I joined the Board, AHRMA 
was in the midst of crippling litigation, 
the bankruptcy of our insurance carri-
er, deteriorating finances that ultimate-
ly resulted in our bankruptcy, and the simultaneous resignation of 
our Executive Director and Communications Director. Dark days, 
indeed.
To say things have improved since then would be an understate-
ment. We settled the litigation; we successfully emerged from 
bankruptcy, and in October made our final payment to the bank-
ruptcy court; we received a settlement from our insurance carrier, 
which allowed us to replenish our Benevolent Fund as well as 
create a separate investment account; our Executive Director con-
tinues to perform admirably and our new Communications Di-
rector is raising the bar with Vintage Views, our website, and social 
media; our investment in the AMB Transponder scoring system 
makes life easier for our roadracers and staff, with race data just a 
mouse click away; our implementation of SeriesTracker has made 
race entry and the registration and tech process a snap; we contin-
ue to work to upgrade our race events, with the crown jewel being 
the Barber Vintage Festival, which is by far the largest vintage mo-
torcycle event in the U.S. and quite likely the world.  
Of course, challenges remain. We continue to work to grow our 
membership. The economic recession that began in 2008 is still 
being felt throughout motorsports. Many motorcycle racing orga-
nizations saw participation drop by 50%. AHRMA was extremely 
fortunate in the fact that, while our membership has declined, our 
participation levels remain solid. However, the economy is still not 
robust, and people have less discretionary income. AHRMA must 
continue to offer our members the best value in vintage motorcycle 
racing possible.
During my time on the Board, I’ve worked hard to build a con-
sensus to grow and improve AHRMA. In doing so, I believe I’ve 
earned the trust and respect of my fellow Trustees, who elected me 
Secretary in 2007, Treasurer in 2010, and Chairman in 2014.  
Background
I’m a Vice President in the Corporate & Investment Bank with J.P. 
Morgan. My two-plus decades in the financial industry working 
with large multinational corporations allows me to bring strong 
business, organizational, financial, and marketing skills to AHR-
MA. I also own a small part-time business selling Ducati parts. 
I have a degree in Journalism, and have past experience in report-
ing, public relations, advertising, and marketing. I was the Public 
Relations and Marketing Director of AMA Pro Racing in the late 
‘80s.
I began riding motorcycles at age 7, and racing motocross at age 
13. I began roadracing at 33, and am a 19-year AHRMA member. 
I also occasionally participate in AHRMA VMX, and hope to try 
my hand at trials in 2015.
Experience
I’ve served as Trustee since 2006. I’ve chaired the SoS/BoT/SoT 
Rules Committee for 11 years, and the Vintage Superbike Rules 
Committee for nine years. I recently stepped down from both 
committees, as I felt being Chairman of the Board and the chair 

of two rules committees had the potential to concentrate too much 
authority with one individual.
Goals
• Continue to oversee the financial stability of AHRMA. Even 

with our bankruptcy debt paid off, we will have to make tough 
choices and increase efficiencies.  

• Implement long-term planning and goal setting. One of my 
first actions as Chairman was to ask each Trustee and the Ex-
ecutive Director for a 1-3-5 year business plan. Our short-term 
decisions must be guided by a long-range plan for AHRMA’s 
continued success.

• Ensure we’re delivering the best experience and the best value for 
our members. We must continue to focus on our core competen-
cies, while expanding and growing where possible and prudent. 

• Market AHRMA effectively. We need to do a better job at 
spreading the word about AHRMA, and to continue to con-
centrate on reaching out to new media sources and alternative 
outlets.

• Represent all AHRMA members equally and fairly.  I’m a firm 
believer that our biggest strength is our inclusion of all motor-
cycle disciplines, and I will continue to support the “big tent” 
theory that I feel has made AHRMA the outstanding organiza-
tion that it is today.

We as AHRMA members have the unique opportunity to vote for 
the people who will determine the direction of our organization. 
I hope each of you will exercise that right, and I would appreciate 
the opportunity to continue to serve you as Trustee. ▲

Louis LeBlanc 
Baton Rouge, LA
It’s been just one year since writing 
my last candidate statement, so 
firstly, I want to say thanks to all of 
AHRMA as I was able to come very 
close to being chosen by all of you 
last year. Thank You.
I have been a motorcycle enthusiast 
my entire life. I’ve been involved in 
many forms of motorcycling includ-
ing woods riding in south Louisiana, flat track racing, motocross 
and also roadracing.  I was able to win AHRMA National Cham-
pionships in 2013 in motocross and roadracing. I was injured at 
Roebling Road early this year at the very first 2014 race and have 
not been able to ride since then. I’ll be back to riding and compet-
ing as soon as I am able to, but for now, I’m enthused and excited 
as much as ever about what AHRMA is and about being involved 
with AHRMA as much as I can be. I have continued to volunteer 
at AHRMA roadrace events this year, among other roles, working 
with Ed in the flag tower at Barber just a few weeks ago.  I say 
these things to let AHRMA members know a bit about me, but 
more so to show that my love for motorcycles and vintage motor-
cycling is strong and only getting stronger. I do most of my own 
mechanic work and I have helped many other AHRMA members 
get their bikes ready for another race day. I have experience with 
professional motorsports racing also, with the American Power 
Boat Association (APBA). In the late ‘80s I was the Crew Chief 
for the Circus Circus Unlimited Hydroplane boat race team. Cur-
rently, I serve on the AHRMA Special Awards Committee. I will 
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continue to give all that I can to AHRMA and to continue my 
contribution to this great organization. All of the above has built a 
stable base for my continued interest in vintage motorcycling and 
high quality motorcycle events.
My business and career is in the petrochemical Industry. I am an 
engineering manager for the largest petrochemical company in the 
world. I manage the design, procurement and construction of the 
world’s largest and most advanced technology projects. Most of 
my work is in the USA and I have worked international projects.
I feel it is very important to promote AHRMA to more and more 
new members while maintaining a commitment to AHRMA’s 
Mission Statement. I will support keeping our vintage motorcycles 
at the front of our focus.
I believe I possess the qualities that are required to be an effective 
AHRMA Trustee. In the past years I have been to many AHRMA 
events and I have become personal friends with many of our mem-
bers and officials. I will be accessible to AHRMA members and I 
will continue to grow my acquaintance and friendship with our 
members. I believe it is important as a Trustee to be in contact and 
talk to our members. I will work hard to contribute to AHRMA’s 
ability to host ‘High Quality Vintage Racing Events’, which stabi-
lizes the future of our organization.
In summary, I am ready and willing to accept the role as AMR-
MA Trustee. I would like to serve the members of AHRMA. I ask 
for your vote. I will do my best to represent all AHRMA members 
and this great organization. ▲

Bill Mathews
Mt. Airy, MD
Hello fellow AHRMA members. 
I am Bill Mathews, aka “Bultaco 
Bill”. I would love the opportunity 
to serve on the AHRMA Board of 
Trustees. About me: I was born in 
Frederick, MD, and still reside in 
the area with my family. I began 
riding in 1964, at the age of 10, 
following in my father’s footsteps, 
as he rode both off-road and street 
motorcycles. My passion for bikes 
followed the off-road venues, and 
at the age of 15 I began competing in both MX and XC events. 
My passion for bikes and competition has never faded. I hold ad-
vanced degrees, and am employed in the medical field, along with 
my wife, and fellow AHRMA volunteer, Eva.
In more recent years I have been active in our local club, The Po-
tomac Vintage Riders. During the past year, I served as the club’s 
President, and the three prior years I served as Vice President. It 
has been a fantastic opportunity to meet new people and promote 
the vintage motorcycle sport in general. For the last 11 years, I 
have also served on the Mid Atlantic AHRMA MX committee 
with Fred Guidi and Thor Lawson, also acting as Race Director 
at our National events whenever needed. I have gotten to know 
many members while serving in these roles, and it has been a great 
experience for me.
If elected to the Board of Trustees I will work diligently to pro-
mote our form of vintage racing to the best of my ability. There are 
many challenges ahead and I view this as a critical time for AHR-
MA. One fact none of us can deny is we are all aging and through 

this natural process we need to take steps so AHRMA will be 
around for years to come. AHRMA is deeply based in tradition 
and we need to do everything possible to preserve that tradition. 
We also need to think to the future and our need to attract new 
members. My core belief is that all forms of vintage racing – be it 
off-road or roadracing – are fixed, and that vintage racing should 
take place on tracks appropriate for the machine. I believe that 
PVMX and more modern road events are susceptible to change, 
but should take place on tracks that more closely approximate the 
venues of that period. Working with the existing Board, I will 
honor these beliefs while working to preserve and sustain AHR-
MA today and in the future.
I also believe that promoting our sport needs to be done first at 
the regional level, under the direction of the Trustees. In short, we 
need to rebuild the regions. We will never grow if no one knows 
we exist. I am proud of the work we have done in the North Atlan-
tic and desire to bring these successful thoughts and ideas to other 
regions throughout the country. Hopefully we can employ these 
same principles, which will attract new riders and can carry over 
to AHRMA’s National events. You will find me to be an energetic 
and tireless worker, who believes the solution to any problem is 
right around the bend. 
I appreciate any consideration that the Board has given me, and 
will continue to serve in any capacity. ▲

— End of Eastern Trustee Statements —


